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It was a crime that shocked the nation: the brutal murder in Chicago in 1924 of a child by two

wealthy college students who killed solely for the thrill of the experience. Nathan Leopold and

Richard Loeb were intellectualsâ€”too smart, they believed, for the police to catch them. When they

were apprehended, state's attorney Robert Crowe was certain that no defense could save the

ruthless killers from the gallows. But the families of the confessed murderers hired Clarence Darrow,

entrusting the lives of their sons to the most famous lawyer in America in what would be one of the

most sensational criminal trials in the history of American justice.Set against the backdrop of the

1920sâ€”a time of prosperity, self-indulgence, and hedonistic excess in a lawless city on the brink of

anarchyâ€”For the Thrill of It draws the reader into a world of speakeasies and flappers, of gangsters

and gin parties, with a spellbinding narrative of Jazz Age murder and mystery.
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Rosehill Cemetery is located a few blocks from my Chicago residence. The corpse of Robert

Emanuel Franks was laid to rest in the tomb of his father, Jacob Franks, in the Jewish section of this

same cemetery in 1924. Bobby Franks is remembered today as the victim of one of the most cruel



and fiendish murders in American history.The fourteen year old was walking home from school one

May afternoon, when he was called to the curb by someone that he recognized. It was one of his

neighbors. The young man wanted to talk to Bobby about a new tennis racquet. The neighbor

offered to give him a ride home in a car driven by his friend. The boy accepted the offer and sat in

the front passenger seat of the vehicle.Shortly after he had entered the rented automobile, without

warning, Bobby Franks was abducted, bludgeoned and suffocated to death by a wealthy pair of

graduate students, Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb. The two killers resided in the same exclusive

neighborhood as did their victim and his affluent family. After the murder, the killers drove to a

remote and isolated location where they stripped the clothing from the body, poured acid on the face

and genitals, in an effort to conceal the victim's identity, and placed the naked corpse in a water

filled drainage culvert beneath a railroad track in an obscure and not easily accessible forest

preserve.The two killers tried to obtain ransom money from the parents of the deceased child by

falsely promising that their kidnapped son would be returned home safely if all of their demands

were met: $10,000.00 was to be paid in old bills, the police were not notified and all of the other

specific instructions in the kidnapper's note were strictly complied with.
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